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We have had a spectacular month of warm weather in October, but as we head into November 
the temperatures are dropping and the need for warmer clothing is apparent.  To ensure 
that your child can have a pleasant experience at morning and lunch recess, this is a gentle 
reminder that students should come to school prepared with a jacket, hat and gloves.  Also 
writing their names inside these items will help if they get lost or left in the yard.

On November 11th, we will remember those who have served our country at our Remembrance 
Day Assembly. Each year we pay tribute to our veterans and pay our respects to those who 
have fought for our many freedoms. Students will reflect on these through song, drama, AV 
presentations and poetry.  At 11 am, we stop for a moment of silence and focus on their 
sacrifice and show gratitude.

Relationships between home and school are really important in helping students achieve their 
best.  Progress Reports will be going home on November 21st.  Shortly after on November 23 
and 24, parents will have an opportunity to discuss with their child’s teacher their progress 
in achieving the curriculum expectations by the end of the term.  Information regarding 
interviews will be emailed and tweeted out shortly.

Our third annual Fall Dance sponsored by the School Council was another great success.  It was 
well attended with over 300 people showing community spirit. With Bounce Entertainment 
leading the group, it was great to see people in costumes and fall colours, out dancing, moving 
and having a lot of fun. We really appreciate the hard work the School Council puts into 
creating these events that bring our Bondar families together for a time of fitness and social 
connection.
Also thanks to Ms. Phan and the Grade 8 team who sold snacks and handed out pizza.  The 
money raised from food sales will go to help support their graduation trip and party in June.  

As we bring our “Be on Time” campaign to a formal end, we hope that students will continue 
to come to school “on time”. We noticed a significant improvement over the last two months 
and want to continue this trend.  Supervision on the yard begins at 8:00 am and school starts 
at 8:15 am.  Students who start school on time generally have less anxiety and feel better 
prepared for their day.  We will continue to focus on this and encourage students to have this 
positive mindset so they can reach their potential.
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Important Dates
at DRBPS

Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-provoking
information contained within this newsletter:
• Bondar Spirit
• School Council News
• Library Corner
• Remembrance Day
• Field Trips
• Fall Dance
• Reminders

November

Upcoming Dates
at DRBPS: December

18 Character Assembly: Focus on 
Perseverance
- 8:35 am  Gr. 4 to 8; 
- 9:10 am  JK toGr. 3

22 Staff/Student Volleyball game
2

1 Grade 8 visit to Stephen Lewis SS
2 Ring of Peace Dr. Bette Stephenson - Gr 6 to 8 

representatives
6 Makerspace Library Lunchtime  - Gr. 4 & 5
6 School Council Meeting 6:30 - 8:00 pm - All 

Parents/ Guardians welcome
9 Tea and Chat 6:00-7:00 pm - Information Session 

for New Canadian families
10 Remembrance Day Assembly - All grades
13 Makerspace Library Lunchtime - Gr. 6, 7 & 8
13 Dental Screening  - JK\SK
13 Int. Girls Volleyball Exhibition Games at Vellore 

Wood 3:30-7:30pm
14 Dental Screening  - Gr. 2 & 4
15 Dental Screening  - Gr. 6 & 8
20 Makerspace Library Lunchtime  - Gr. 4 & 5
21 Progress Reports go home

22,23,24, 
27 ,28

Scholastic Bookfair 

24 P.A. Day - no school
24 Parent /teacher interviews 
27 Character Assembly: Focus for the month is 

Courage  - 8:35 am  Gr. 4 to 8;  9:10 am  JK to Gr. 3
29 Intermediate Girls VolleyBall Area all day
30 Intermediate Boys VolleyBall Area all day

November Character 
Assembly: Courage

TIME CHANGE
Time to Fall Behind!
A reminder to set your clocks back one 
hour at 2 am on Sunday, November 5th.
It is also a great time to replace the 
batteries in your smoke detectors.

Monday November 27th
Gr. 4 to 8 - 8:40 am
 JK to Gr. 3 - 9:10 am

Please look out for the invitation if your child is being 
recognized for the monthly character trait.
Featuring Ms. Stamkos’ and Mr. Szpirglas' Gr. 2 classes 
singing "Courage is what we need", as well as a performance 
by Mrs. Bruk and Ms. Weiss and Ms. Giordmaina and Ms. 
Iaboni's Kindergarten classes.
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Terry Fox

Cross Country

Bondar Spirit!
 Thursday, October 12th was the Cross Country area event at 
Concord Thornhill Park. We had around 40 students participate 
from Grades 4-8 and our very own Ms. Belanger convened the 
event. It was a fantastic day! Although it was quite windy and 
chilly our students worked hard to push themselves and achieve 
their own personal goals. We had 5 students make it to the Cross 
Country regional event at the ROC in Georgina. This took place 
on October 17th. Congratulations to all of our athletes! A BIG 

THANK YOU to Ms. Belanger for hosting a wonderfully run 
event. Because she volunteered to convene the race, we were 
able to raise funds for our Grade 8 graduation by selling pizza, 
water and popcorn. Thank you to Ms. Phan's Grade 8 class and 
Ms. Phan for organizing the food and drinks for all the students 
at the Cross Country event and for helping the day run smoothly. 
Lastly thank you to Ms. Murdoch, Ms. DiGregorio and Ms. Brett 
for coaching. Go Rockets!

 At the end of September the students of Dr. Roberta Bondar 
participated in the Terry Fox Run. We were working hard to 
raise awareness and funds for Cancer research. As a school we 

raised 450.00 towards the Terry Fox foundation. Thank you to 
all students for participating and donating!
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Happy Autumn!

Thank you to all of the amazing Bondar Families that attended 
the Fall Dance on October 26th!  What a great time it was to 
dance together!  A special thanks to all of the parent volunteers, 
staff, grade 8 student volunteers and principals for all of their 
help and support before, during, and after the event!  Great job 
by BOUNCE Entertainment too!
 
This month, we will be having our 2nd School Council meeting 
on Monday, November 6th, at 6:30pm in the school library.  
We will meet for an hour to discuss what has been going on in 
the school and what we can look forward to in the upcoming 
weeks.  We invite all Bondar parents to attend this meeting.  
It is a good opportunity to hear about what our school and 
students are doing, to share ideas with the group on how we can 
help the school, and to come up with solutions to any issues.  
Being involved is a great way to support your kids’ learning 

School Council News

environment!  We will be discussing what we can provide to the 
school with our money that we have raised through fundraising!
 
Pizza and Sub lunch programs continue to run well.  We thank 
all the parent volunteers that come in every Wednesday and 
Thursday to help organize and distribute lunches.  Lunch 
orders for the following month are available from the 1st-10th 
of the month (i.e. you can order pizza and subs for DECEMBER 
online through SchoolCashOnline from November 1st-10th).
 
Feel free to contact School Council with any questions you have 
or if you would like to be on our email list for the latest updates 
on council and school events.  We also request any parents 
who have some time to help us at council events to email us at 
bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com
 
Thanks and have a great November!
Bondar Rockets School Council
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Library Corner
The DRBPS Library has been a busy place this fall!  Thank you to 
all the Grade 4-8 students who have signed up for Library Crew!  
Library Crew is an extracurricular club that keeps the school 
Library organized.  We have a great group of students who do 
an outstanding job!  Thank you so much for your work collecting 
books, putting books on shelves and making Library displays.

 NOVEMBER: THE BOOK FAIR IS 
COMING!

Mark your calendar! The Scholastic Book Fair is coming 
in November!  The book fair will be here the week of 
November 21-27th.  The Book Fair will be open during 
Parent-Teacher interviews (Thursday, November 23rd) 
and for the morning of the PA Day (Friday, November 
24th)
Thank you in advance for supporting the Scholastic Book 
Fair.  For every $6.00 spent at the book fair, $1.00 comes 
back to the Library to purchase books and Makerspace 
materials. Your support is greatly appreciated.

MAKERSPACE MONDAY
MAKERSPACE MONDAYS have begun in the DRBPS Library, 
during lunch recess  from 11:55-12:25.  MAKERSPACE provides 
an opportunity for students to come and design and build with 
a variety of materials such as K’Nex and Lego.  It also provides a 
time for students to read, colour, knit and play games.

• Monday, November 6th - Grade 4 & 5
• Monday, November 13th - Grade 6,7 & 8
• Monday, November 20th - Grade 4 & 5

This winter, the DRBPS Library will be running the reading 
program BATTLE OF THE BOOKS!  Battle of the Books is a game-
style competition designed to promote reading among students 
in Grades 4, 5, and 6.  The excitement in this event is further 
heightened by having registered teams participate in a York 
Region Battle of the Books in April.  Students who sign up for 
the Battle of the Books are encouraged to read 25 books.  During 
weekly meetings, students will practice “Battle Questions” and 
can read and sign out books.  Battle questions are based on the 
plot, character, or author of the books.  Battle questions often 
look like this example:
 

Question:  Name the Title of the Book
Clue 1: This is the story of how the poor band 
together against the rich. (10 points)
Clue 2: A failed wedding and an archery contest 
happen in this book. (8 points)
Clue 3: A king makes an appearance in the final 
part of the story. (6 points)
Clue 4: Much of the story happens in Sherwood 
Forest. (4 points)
Answer: Robin Hood

10 points are awarded if the first clue alone is a correct answer.  
As more clues are required, teams are awarded 8, 6, or 4 points.
Looking forward starting Battle of the Books at the DRBPS 
Library!
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Remembrance Day Assembly
On Friday November 10th at 10:40am, our school will be having 
a Remembrance Day service.  All of the students and teachers 
will get together as we reflect and remember through readings, 
dramatic presentation and song of those men and women who 
fought for our freedom.  Poppies will be available and donations 
may be made to help support veterans through the Canadian 
Royal Legion.  
Grade 4 and 5's will perform. Justin in Grade 8 will perform live 
version of the last post.   
All Grade 1's - Drama - War and Peace Tableaux
Choir will be singing Blowing in the Wind

Students will be spending some time early this month learning 
about the importance of peace, remembering those who fought 
and the contributions of Canadians during several wars that they 
have participated in over the past hundred years.

Importance of Remembrance Day 
and Why We Wear Poppies

Every year on November 11th, Canadians pause in a moment of 
silence to remember the men and women who have served, and 
continue to serve our country during times of war, conflict and 
peace. 
Canada, as well as other Commonwealth countries, began using 
the symbol of the poppy after 1921 as a remembrance of those 
who had served and fallen for their countries. During WW1, John 
McCrae, a Canadian field surgeon, wrote a poem describing the 
feelings of those soldiers who had served and how they hoped 
that their sacrifice would not be in vain for the fight of peace by 
those who came after them.
By remembering their service and their sacrifice, we recognize 
the freedom these men and women fought to preserve. They 
believe that their actions in the present would make a significant 
difference for the future. On Remembrance Day, we acknowledge 
the courage and sacrifice of those who served their country and 
acknowledge our responsibility to work for the peace they fought 
hard to achieve.

In Flanders Fields
John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders Fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders Fields.
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Grade 2 and Grade 6 Bee 
Program Trips in October

Grade 6 Bee Program Trip
Our bee trip to the Kortright Center was a privilege. We learned 
about the bee’s life cycle and how biodiversity helps them 
survive. First, we were introduced to the beekeepers. One of 
them showed us around the bee habitat and taught us how bees 
help us and other animals. Did you know that half a spoon of 
honey takes as long as one bee’s whole life to make? We saw 
how the beekeepers use a special smoke to settle down the bees. 
We learned that there are three important members of the bee 
family - the queen, the drone, and the worker bee. The worker 
bee provides the nectar from the flower and stocks it into the 
hexagonal cells. We even had a chance to taste the sweet honey! 
This experience was amazing for us!
 
By: Naitra and Cassandra, grade 6 students

In Orbit

Grade 2 Bee Program Trip
The Grade 2s also had a fantastic day learning the process of 
gathering honey and the importance of bees in our ecosystem. 
Special thanks to Mrs. Di Gregorio whose husband was able to 
arrange this special opportunity for our Grade 2 and 6 students.  
There is nothing like the outdoor classroom for learning science 
and our living species.



8

Grade 8 Cold Creek Trip
The Grade Eights had an amazing day at Cold Creek Conservation 
Area on October 13. From a wide variety of physical activities 
ranging from high ropes to canoeing, students were able to try 
new activities and build friendships while spending the day 
outside. A great day was had by all, despite a little bit of rainy 
weather. 

Grade 3 Dairy Farmer Presentation
On October 11th, the Grade 3s learned about the production of 
milk from the farm to the grocery store as part of their Social 
Studies unit. The students loved the chance to milk the “cow” 
and m “moove” the machine as part of the fun!

We have some archery experts among the student body, and 
perhaps even some mountain bike racers in the making! This is 
going to be a great year ahead!
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Fall Dance
We had an amazing time at the Fall Dance. Families got together 
for an evening full of music, costumes and, of course, dance. 
Students and parents got the chance to show some sweet moves 
on the dance floor.

Arts Performance
As we have communicated previously, our School Council, 
through the 2016-2017 Fundraising dollars have sponsored arts 
performances for all of our students this school year.
On October 25, all students in Grades 1 -8 enjoyed our first 
Arts Performance of the school year CADENCE’S Four Men, 
Four Mics, No Instruments Cadence has been entertaining 
audiences worldwide for nearly 20 years with their innovative 
jazz arrangements, genre-hopping covers and eclectic originals. 

This quintessential a cappella quartet has played to sold-out 
concert halls, jazz festivals, and has been featured on television 
and syndicated radio stations all over the world. Their three-
time JUNO-nominated albums have been met with wide critical 
acclaim and continue to delight audiences of all ages.

Next Performace:   January 22 -  Gr. 1-6 ‘Ecological Show’



Information for Volunteers
 
Volunteers play an important role within our school.  We 
appreciate their commitment to supporting the work we do to 
help students’ well being and learning. To ensure we maintain a 
safe environment for students and staff, the YRDSB requires to 
assist the completion of a vulnerable sector screening (VSS) and 
the signing of a confidentiality agreement.  
Please be aware that anyone wishing to volunteer in any capacity 
in which they may not always be in the presence of school staff 
(including field trips, driving other students to athletic events, 
etc.) must first complete a vulnerable sector screening.   If you 

Safety Reminder: Drivers Be Alert and Aware of 
Students and Adults
It’s time to remind everyone about the need for safety and awareness in our parking 
lot and entrances on and off Grand Trunk Avenue and Sir Sanford Fleming. Drivers 
need to pay close attention to where children are and what they are doing when they 
come into the school zone and especially our parking lot areas.  We have had a few 
close calls where students are walking, biking or scooting to and from school and 
cars are pulling out in front of them.  
Drivers entering and exiting the parking lot along Grand Trunk Ave and the circular 
driveway on Sir Sanford Fleming should be extremely careful when going through 
the sidewalk. Please pay attention to the children as well as the traffic on the street.  
The safety of all students is important to everyone’s well being.

Progress Reports and Parents/Guardians 
Interviews
On Tuesday, November 21st, Progress Reports for Grades 1 to 8 and 
Kindergarten reports will be going home.  This will give you a chance to 
learn how your child is progressing at this point in the term.
On Thursday, November 23 and Friday, November 24 (P.A. Day), 
parents will have the opportunity to have an interview with their child’s 
teachers to discuss learning skills, progress at this point and next steps.
Details regarding how to book an interview online through EDSBY will 
follow shortly.
Be sure to book your interview early, so you are can select your preferred 
time.

plan to volunteer during the year, please consider obtaining your 
VSS well in advance as we will not be able to have you assist 
in the school without providing this documentation.   Please 
contact the school to obtain a letter from the school to take to 
the York Regional Police customer service unit when applying 
for your VSS.     Here is the link for the confidentiality agreement 
form that needs to be filled out: http://bit.ly/2iGX6TG .  Thank 
you for considering this rewarding experience of working with 
our students. 
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Blue Willow Public School  

Invites all parents and caregivers to join us for a free parent presentation 
 

A Simple Gift:  Emotional Regulation 
For parents of children birth to 12 years of age 

 
 

Negative emotions (e.g., anger, sadness, fear, jealousy) and the difficult 
behaviours that may follow (e.g. temper tantrums, whining) are normal in young 
children. Not learning to manage negative emotions in the early years may result 
in later problems. This presentation will provide information and practical 
strategies to help families.  
 
 

You will learn about: 
 What is emotional regulation 
 Long term implications of negative emotions 
 The importance of learning about your child’s unique temperament, 

strengths and areas of improvement 
 Triggers that set off emotions 
 The 8 principles of emotional regulation and how you can teach you child to 

identify and cope with their feelings 
  
 
 

Location:  Blue Willow Public School 
         250 Blue Willow Dr.  L4L 1E1 
 
Date:         Thursday November 9, 2017 
 
Time:         7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
  

 
 To register please contact: 
Oksana Majaski, Community Resource Facilitator 
Oksana.majaski@yrdsb.ca  or  416-568-2252 
 
 

This presentation is brought to you by Blue Willow P.S. in partnership with Blue 
Hills Child and Family Centre and York Region District School Board 


